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A decision of the Cabinet Meeting held on 2022,03.14

5i. Issuanee of Cabinet decisions and related documents under the
provisions of the Right to rnformation Ac! No.lz af 2016 - the
Secretary to the Cabinet brought to fle notice of the Cabinet the
decision dated 2022-02-08 of the Right to Information Commission
perraining to the Appeal No.RTIC/App eal/1988/2020 submined to the
said Commission by the All Island Administative Officers' Union
against the Office of the Cabinet of Ministers with regard to obtaining
Cabinet decisions and retrated documents in terrns of the ul
the Right to Inforrnation Act. the deliberations on the said
decision, the Cabinet obsenred the following:

(D that, the office of the cabinet of Ministers has taken
measures in terms of the provisions of the Right to
Infonnation Act, No.12 of Zafi. without delay, after the
said Act came into operation on 20fi-A2-03;

OD that, accepting the stand of the Interim order dated
24rc-07-t7 issued by the Right to Information
Commission dwing the hearing of the Appeal

- No.RTIC/Appeall2l6/2018 to the effect that the ,cabinet

of Ministers'is a'Public Authority' for the purpose of the
Right to lnformation Act, the cabinet has decided to
intoduce the procedure referred to at (Itr) below;

(Itr) thaf the cabinet of Ministers has authorizedthe secretary
to the President secretary to the prime Minister,
secretaries to cabinet Ministies and secretaries to
Non-cabinet Ministies, for the issuance of cabinet
decisions and related information on cabinet Memoranda
submitted by their Minisfies/ offices to the citizens, in
terms of the Right to Information Ac! subjected to the
grounds of refusal of access to information specified in
the said Act with efiflect from z0lg-03-07, in terms of the
cabinet decision dated 2a1g-02-26 on Item No.l9l}risc.
(010);

On that, thereafter, it has been interpreted that the Office of
the cabinet of Ministers is also a Fublic Authority in
terms of the Final order dated za$-04-02 on the Appeal
No.RTIC/Appeal/216/2018 referred ro at (II) above;

Contd./2-
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Contd./3-

(v) that, in terms of the decision dated z0z2-02-0g on the
Appeal No.RTIC/App eaJJlggg/ZAZ}, it has been
decided that the office of the cabinet of Ministers
should issue the related information directly to the
Appellant and the said commission by its decision
dated zazz-az-O9 has declared that, sinci the office of
the cabinet of Ministers established---under -the- -
constitution is also a'public Authority, the office of
the cabinet of Ministers is obligated to issue
Memoranda, decisions and related information in its
custodS to the citizens in terms of the provisions of
the said Act, and the said office cannot^relieve itself
from the said responsibility'by the decisions taken
deviating from the said provisions;

(u) that, in view of the decision refened to at (g above of
the Right to Infonnation commission, 

-the 
present

procedure followed by the office of the cabinet of
Ministem in issuing inforrration in terms of the Right
to Information Act as insructed by the cabinet-of
Ministers on 2019-02-26,has to be reviewed again;

(\rtr) thaf since the cabinet Memoranda and other related
documents are submitted by the Ministries to the
office of the cabinet of Ministers as con{idential
information, action should be taken in terms of the
provisions of section 29 of ttre Right to Information
Act when issuing such information to the citizens;

(wtr) that, a large volume of information such as cabinet
Memoranda and Reports submitted by various
Miniskies and related cabinet decisions are in the
custody of the office of the cabinet of Ministers and
access to certain inforrnation included therein to the
citizens, could be subjected to the grounds ofrefi.rsal of
access to information in terms of section 5(1) of the
Right to Information Act;
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(D0 that, the expertise in deter:mining more precisely on
such grounds, rests with the relevant officials oi tt *
Ministy or the office which submitted the relevant
Cabinet Memorandun:;

(X) that, under the cirsumstances, the abili of issuin
Cabinet Memoranda and related information to the
citizens expeditiously .in terms of the provisions of the
Right to Infonnation Act, rests more with the
Ministries or Offices which submifted the Cabinet

After further discussion, it was decided -

(0

Memoranda or related infonnation, than that of the
Office of the Cabinet of Ministers; and

(xD that, as such, in order to make provisions for the
pu{pose, it would be more appropriate to intoduce
suitable amendments to the Right to Inforrnation Acf
No.12 of 2016 or introduce anty other alternativi' procedure.

(ii)

to issue the relevant information to the Appellant by
the.secretary to the cabinet of Ministersj as per the
decision of the Right to Information iomnrission
dated 2A22-02-08;

to request the Minister of Justice to seek the views of
the Attorney General too on the decision of the Right
to rnformation commission dated 2022-02-0g and
the observations (I) to (xI) above and submit
recommendations to the cabinet on the procedure to
be followed for the issuance of cabinet 

^Memoranda,

decisions and related information directly to the
citizens by the relevant Ministries and Otfices; anO

ContdJ4-
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Action by: My/Justice - to be brought to the notice of the Hon.
Minister - copy each of ttre relevant documents arurexed.

Copied to: Secretary to the President - copy each of the relevant
documents annexed.
Attomey General - copy each of the relevant documents
annexed.
Secretary to the Prime Minister - copy each of the
relevant documents annexed.
My/IVIass Media - to be brought to the notice of the Hon.
Minister - copy each of the relevant documents annexed.
MylFinance - to be brought to the notice of the Hon.
Minister - copy each ofthe relevant documents annexed.
Director General, Right to Information Commission -
to be brought to the notice of the Commission
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(iii) to issue the relevant information by the office of the-
Cabinet of Ministers in respect of the citizens'
applications seeking Cabinet Memoranda, decisions
and related information, in the custody of the said
Office, submitted by other Ministries, subject to
obtaining the concurrence of the secretaries to sueh
Ministries in terms of the proVisions in Section 29 e)
of the Right to Infonnation Act, until action is taken
as per (ii) above.

I


